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of an intensification of the evil in Israel (2:17-19), offering the read-
er the key to understanding both the people of Israel and the judges
who led them.
Because of the theological nature of the narrative and the author's
selective use of data, it is difficult to reconstruct the history of Israel
during the period of the judges from the accounts in the heart of the
book (3:7-16:31). The events are deliberately arranged so that each
judge is presented in a worse light than the previous, beginning with
Othniel, an exemplary character (3:7-11), and ending with Samson,
who embodies all that is wrong with Israel. Each cycle is structured
after a literary pattern signaled by a series of recurring formulas:
(1) “The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lorn” (2:11; 3:7,12;
4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1).

(2) “The Lorp gave/sold the Israelites into the hands of the enemy”
(2:14; 6:1; 13:1).

(3) “The Israelites cried out to the LorD" (3:9,15; 4:3; 6:6; 10:10).

(4) “The Lorp raised up a deliverer for Israel to save them” (2:16,18;
3:9,195).

(5) “And X [the oppressing nation]| was made subject to Israel” (8:28;
cp. 3:30; 4:23).

(6) “Then the land was undisturbed for X years” (3:11,30; 5:31; 8:28).

(7) “Then X [the judge] died” (2:19; 3:11; 4:1b; 8:28; 12:7).

From these formulas it is evident that the Lord is the most impor-
tant character in the book, and the author's attention is fixed on His
response to the Canaanization of His people. In judgment He sends
in foreign enemies (as Lev. 26 and Deut. 28 predicted), then in mercy
He hears their cry, raises up a deliverer and provides victory over the
enemy. But the Israelites do not learn the lesson; on the contrary the
spiritual rot goes deeper and deeper into the very soul of the nation
so that in the end Gideon acts like an oriental despot (8:18-32). Like
the pagans around him, Jephthah tried to win the good will of God
by sacrificing his daughter (11:30-40) and Samson's life and death
looked more like that of a Philistine than one of the people of the
Lord (chaps. 14-16).

Toward the end of this period, hope emerged in the heroic saga of
Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, who demonstrate that faithful Israelites
remained loyal to their covenant Lord. From this family would come
the great King David.

The last of the judges was the greatest: Samuel, a Benjaminite
whose mother dedicated him to the service of the Lord. Raised by the
priest Eli, Samuel became priest and judge when God excised the
family of Eli for its unfaithfulness. Samuel administered the nation
wisely and fairly, and stability prevailed during the time of his stew-
ardship. However, the people longed to be like the other nations and
asked for a king.




















